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THE ELASTIC BATTLESHIP

Always Room for Something More

When Loading for Sea

No Mutte r IIotv Crowded the Decki
nml Ilolil spire Ih round for Tom
Mlsccllniieoim Carcn Carried li
tin Illc riRlitlnrr Mai hine

When a battleship receives orders to
prepare for sea a good manj- - interest ¬

ing things happen
A battleship is a complete town with-

in
¬

itelf almost every form of human
industry and endeavor is represented
and in order that this floating town
may have its affairs conducted in an
orderly not to say ship shape inann r
It become necessarj to an icipate all
probable wonts and as many possible
ones as eperlerced foresight can look

ahead to
The battleship Indiana is now pre ¬

paring for a lengthj cruise at the
13ruoMn Xavj Yard She is scheduled
to sail on October 15 for a cruise of sev-

eral
¬

months with a couple of hundred
landsmen recentlj enlisted who are to
be trained into ordinarj seamen and
seamen with an opportunity to after-
ward

¬

advance to such petty officers
billets as thej maj prove themselves
capable of filling

This will be the first time a modern
steel ship of this tjpe has been used
for training purposes and the experi-
ment

¬

will be watched with much inter-
est

¬

by the navy officials and others It
will bo a test of the idea that oung
men for our modern navy should be
trained under the most modern condi-
tions

¬

and not in wooden sailing ships or
In conrerted merchant ships as has
been the case heretofore both under the
systems for training apprentices and
landsmen now in use in the service

This practical demonstration maj be
valuable as a help to decide the matter
In the minds of those who now hold
opinions on one side or the other

As soon as preparatory orders come
for a ship to prepare for sea If she be
at a navy jard she is placed in dry
dock as soon as possible Her bottom
Is scraped carefully and then painted
with care with two or three coats of
special paint This done she leav es the
dry dock and is tied up at a dock or
wharf while navy jard workmen com-
plete

¬

such repairs as may be necessary
or desirable and while stores are being
taken on board

Included among the stores are several
hundred tons of coal Coaling ship is
one of the bits of work that a navy
man does because he has to not from
choice and the sooner It is over the
better everj one likes it for it cannot
be confined entirely to one part of the
ship everj ofllctr and man must take
a share of the penetrating dust and the
general dirtiness that is alwas asso-
ciated

¬

with coaling operations in navy
ships Because of its dirt coaling is
the first thing done Then as soon as
the ship Is cleaned up again the other
stores come aboard

Next to coal comes ammunition
manj tons of it of all the calibres and
sorts required for the guns of a modern
ship of war even when engaged In the
peaceful work of preparing for war
Target practice w ill use up a good deal
of it during the next few-- months for
the navy believes more than ever In
target practice and plenty of it This
Is especially so now that foreign navies
have accepted the lesson well taught
them by the United States Navy that
naval gunnery efficiency can only be
obtained by much regular practice and
the expendituie of all the money the
ammunition may cost

It will take two or three dajs to stow
all the ammunition needed for a battle ¬

ship of the Indiana class It Is care-
fully

¬

stowed in the shell rooms and
magazines below decks under the
armored plating ready to be sent up to
the guns In the turrets and on deck
when needed Smokeless powder has
come to be the common article now
and It is taken in In liberal quantities

Having received coal for the boilers
that furnish steam for the great en-

gines
¬

that run the ship and for the
eighty odd auxiliary engines that find
room In the ship for various purposes
and the projectiles and powder for the
13 inch S inch C inch the 6 pounders
and the 1 pounder rifles and automatic
guns and for the rifles and revolvers
used by the individual officers and men
the ship takes in a formidable list of
provisions

To feed 500 men for six months the
etock of a gcod slzcd grocery store and
meat market must be stored within the
Bteel sides of the ship For instance
there are 6000 pounds of ham 6000
pounds of beef the same of corned beef
the same of navy Ealt beef the latter
familiarly known In the service as salt
horse and as much fresh meat usual-
ly

¬

beef as the cold storage facilities of
the ship will permit The fresh beef Is
received of course as short a time as
possible before the ship actually sails
the other meats mentioned are canned
and will keep a long time

Then there are thousands of pounds
of granulated sugar In small barrels
hundreds of barrels of flour beans to
be baked coffee tea potatoes a small
mountain of them In sacks onions
rice butter and the many small quan-
tities

¬

of less Important staples of food
All these things go with the regular
Government ration allowance but as
no ships crew lives on Government ra-

tions
¬

alone except when stern neces-
sity

¬

compels them to there must be a
liberal addition of private mess stores
for the men and more for the officers
messes

Besides the food stores there are
others such as soap 3000 pounds to-

bacco
¬

2000 pounds cotton waste and
oil by the dozen bales and barrels for
the us of the engineer department and
the electrical room medicines and sur-
gical

¬

articles for the medical depart-
ment

¬

clothing and small stores for the
paymaster larlous stores for the con-

struction
¬

equipment navigating and
ordnance departments of the ship and
the small parcels of personal necessi-
ties

¬

and luxuries for the individual
uses of officers and meiu All these
stores come on board In constant
streams for several days previous to
Bailing time until one is led to wonder
where anything more will be put if It
comes But a ship is much like the old
time omnibus always room for one
thing n ore

An Incident that happened not long
ago illustrates this fact A ship was
preparing to sail for a long cruise dur-
ing

¬

which she was to meet other ships
and touch at shore stations and she
therefore had the extra duty of taking
stores for them Her storage space was
filled up so quickly that the captain

discovered that if he kept taking all
that was coming there would be no
room in the ship for his own stores
Po he filed an official objection to tak-
ing

¬

more The objection was sustained
with a proviso that he should Btop
taking stores at a certain hour on a
designated day no mattej what might
be lft behind Somehow work did not
seem to progress so rapidlj after that
permission was given but it may have
been only a coincidence At any rate
the appointed day and hour arrived
and found the dock near the ship hold-
ing

¬

a collection of articles sufficient to
fill a seagoing tug to her gunwales Not
a bit of it would thp captain touch for
with watcli In hand he called time
at the appointed minute

At that time the hold of the ship was
so full that the hatch covers could not
be put on and all the storerooms of the
ship were equallv well filled The cap-
tain

¬

congratulated himself and retired
to his cabin leaving the various stote
keepers and heads of departments who
had stores left out to settle things by
themselves They did the not unusual
thing of appeiling to headquarter
The next morning the captain leceived
a telegram from Washington directing
him to take on board a complete ice
water distilling plant and storage tank
that was then waiting on the dock
Now an one who knows what a distill-
ing

¬

plant Is knows It is not so verj
small On the dock the tank loomed
up as big as a small house and its ac
companjlng parts covered much space
alongside it Where it was to be put
was a question The executive officer
suggested with an outburst of his in-

nermost
¬

thoughts that wouldnt look
well in print that the thing be stowed
below decks and in the hold where a
few hours before there seemed rcom for
not even a piece of salt water soap Co

go This incident only shows how like
an omnibus a ship is

But other things besides stores are
needed to piepare a ship for sea There
must be the men for her crew and the
officers to run her All come by orders
from the Bureau of Navigation of the
Navy Department until ill vacancies
In the ships complement fore and aft
are filled In addition in the rase of
the Indiana on her present cruise there
are the landsmen for training They
come from receiving ships where they
enlisted in drafts of various sizes with
the bags and hammocks on their backs
a miscellaneous looking lot of j oung
men usuallj who are to be made into
navy sailors during the coming six
months It seems quite an undertaking
In some cases In spite of the weeding
out process that the recruiting officers
alwajs resort to before accepting
landsmen for enlistment and the fur-
ther

¬

handicap a recruit has to pass be-

fore
¬

the surgeon but no matter how
green a recruit may look when he gets
shifted Into his first outfit of navy
clothes he will undeigo a wonderful al-

teration
¬

by the time he is able to tell
with certainty which side of the ship
carries a red running light and why

The last day before going to sea is
alwajs Interesting There are sure to
be more or less eleventh hour stores
that some behindhand storekeepers
hav e neglected to deliv er on time They
often come after the last gangway has
been hauled ashore and nothing con-

nects
¬

ship and shore but a single line
ready to be cast off A few minutes of
hustle lands everj thing on the quarter-
deck

¬

there to remain until there is
more time later on to stow it Then
there is the last batch of mail to go
ashore both private and official and
the pilot to be received if he has not
come on board before this time

Casting off from the dock the navy
jard tugs take hold and swing the big
ship into the stream where her own
engines can be used and her own rud-
der

¬

utilized to guide her out to sea
And this Is the way a ship obejs an
order to sail

TO PREVENT CAT CONCERTS

Hardware Denier Ilnic Scheme for
Ilenillnc Them On

There are various 1 Inds of catguards
said a dealer In hardware and kindred
supplies but this is what wo sell most
of and the sample he showed was a sec-
tion

¬

of a guard that is made in jard --long
lengths and consists of a board strip three
Inches wide surmounted by a top of zinc
bent In the form of an Inverted trough
and with Its loner edges nailed to the
sides of the board strip The zinc has at
regular Intervals of an lncn or two along
Its ridge holes through which project
foot long spikes Tills guard Is nailed on
top of a fence

It is not necessary the hardware man
went on to put the catguard along the
whole top of a fence but only at the
points of approach that is to say at
places where the cat can get at the top
Even the sprjest cat cannot go right up
the sheer face of a high fence and so
along such a section you dont want tho
guard but jou do want it for Instance at
the corners where a cat could approach
your fence along some other and here
jou want it for a little distance along
cech angle

This discovery was made for himself
by a customer of ours who put a section
of the guard across the end of his back
fence where the end of the next jard
fence Joined This bectlon of guard pro-
jected

¬

out a foot and a half on either
side clear of the top of the fence and It
seemed Impossible for any cat to get
around that Nor could any cat get
around it but the daj this guard was put
up a cat came along the top of a neigh-
bors

¬

fence halted at that formidable
barrier and looked it over carefull for a
moment and then softly Jumped over It

Thats why at fence angles we put up
a strip along the top of each of the
fences runnlrg from the corner the cat
could Jump over a strip placed simply
across Its path but it cant Jump over
three feet of It placed lengthwise on top
of a fence

Then people put It up on fence tops
away from corners wherever thrre is an
approach to any particular spot from tho
other siac other than along a fence as
for example along bars running from
fence top to fence top across the neigh-

boring
¬

jard such as clotheslines are at-
tached

¬

to Or there may be In th next
yard against the fence nt some point a
flower stand or some other object that
would afford the cat a means of approach
If so you place a section of the guard
there

In fact tho cat may reach tho top of
your fence in various and unexpected
wajs And our customer who told me of
his experience with the cat that had eas-
ily

¬

Jumped his first erected guard slid
that he had found It an Interesting study
to observe the several wajs by which the
cats had reached the top of his fence
some of these being quite unlooked for
and he had found then a further and far
greater pleasure In planning such ar-
rangement

¬

of the catguard as would
serve effectually to keep them out which
he had finally succeeded In doing

There In Indeed no doubt that with
this guard properly placed jou can keep
the caterwauling cat off jour premises
and there Is demapi tnough for uuchthings to make cargusrds tn one formand another regular articles of sale Incity hardware stores
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RECEPTION 01 DIPLOMATS

Formal Presentation to the Presi-

dent

¬

of Foreign Ministers

jllio Siamese lteiiresentiitlve Will
He the Ilrnl In frcot Mr House

clt some of the Custom In ¬

dulged in l the Corp of IJnvojs

The appointment of a new represent-

ative

¬

of feiam to tills countrj a III en
able II r Itooscvelt at an early stage in
his Presidential career to fibure in one
of those formal ceremonies wherein
monarchical customs blend strangely
with republican simplleitj The pres-

entation
¬

of a foreign minister or am-

bassador

¬

to the President is Indeed
qiIte an elaborate affair It is pre-

sumed

¬

that the minister from a foreign
countrj will make his presence known
and this Is done though the State De-

partment
¬

The diplomat presents him-

self

¬

with his credentials first at the
State Department and the Fecretarj of
State arranges the interview with the
President The ambassador or minister
who is to be presented prepares a
speech which Is carefullj written out
aid submitted to the State Depart-
ment

¬

When he Is presented to the
President he delivers this address and
the President replies brieilj reciprocat-
ing

¬

the expressions of good will which
the minister has uttered This ends the
ccremonj

The following is an account of the
presentation of Phja Praslddhi En¬

voi Extraordinary and Minister Pleni-
potentiary

¬

of Slam to the United
States predecessor of Plija Charoon
Ilaja Maitri the newly appointed min-

ister
¬

Clad in rich silks of gorgeous hue
and brilliant with gold trimmings
Phja Praslddhi Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary of Slam
at 11 oclock todaj- - laid his credentials
before President McKlnley at the
White House The new minister was
accompanied bj Secretarj Haj- - who
performed the introduction He was
attended bj-- an English secretarj- - The
usual felicitous exchanges occuried be-

tween
¬

the President and the new min-
ister

¬

the latter declaring that Slam
was entirely- - in accord with our prin-
ciples

¬

of development and the Presi-
dent

¬

welcoming the promise of
toward the development of com-

mercial
¬

intercourse with the Siamese
Kingdom

The minister said
Your Exceilencj My august sov-

ereign
¬

the King of Plam having been
graciously pleased to appoint me as
his representative to the United
States of America I have now the
honor to present the letters of recall
of my predecessor Phja Visuddha
Surijasaku and mj letters of cre-

dence
¬

and to beg to express the desire
of the King my rojal master that the
cordial relations which have for so
manj vears existed between Slam and
the United States nuy In the future be
maintained and strengthened

The principles of industrial and
commercial progress and of peaceful
development upon which the greatness
of the United States rests are entirely
ln accord with those of the Govern-
ment

¬

of his Majestj-- and maj well be a
permanent bond of sjmpathj-- between
tho two countries

The President responded as fol-

lows
¬

Mr Minister It affords mo pleas-
ure

¬

to greet jou as the representative
In the United States of his Majesty the
King of Slam and to receive from jour
hands the rojal letters wherebj-- I am
informed of the recall of jour esteem-
ed

¬

predecessor Phja Visuddha Suri-
jasaku

¬

and of jour being accredited
In his place near the Government of
the Uiited States

The desires of his Majestj-- for the
maintenance and constant strengthen-
ing

¬

of the ties of sincere amity which
have so long existed between Slim and
the United States find a cordial re-

sponse
¬

on the part of the Government
of the United States and I shall wel-

come

¬

jour co operation toward the
realization as respects jour favored
land of the earnest policy of this coun-
try

¬

to promote by all practical and
friendly means commercial intercourse
and industrial advancement In its rela-

tions
¬

with other States
As is perhaps generallj- - known the

business of the foreign ambassadors
and ministers is transacted througii
the State Department It is only upon
rare occasions that the diplomats meet
the President personallj in official mat
teis Sometimes a message of sjm-
pathj

¬

or condolence furnishes suth an
occasion or some especially important
announcement The story is told that
when the dignified Lord LjonB the
British Minister who was a bachelor
informed President Lincoln of the pros-
pective

¬

marriage of one of Queen Vic-

torias
¬

daughters the diplomatic rep ¬

resentative of Great Brituln was sur-
prised

¬

and in a measure stunned by
the genial Abes repljlng solemnly

Lord Ljons go and do likewise
The most historic occasion probably

of a direct interview between foreign
ambassadors and the President was
Just before the Splish Amcrican war
Then the ambassadors of Great Britain
Bussla Germany France and Italy
waited upon President McKlnley and
expressed the hope of their respective
Governments that tho Impending war
might be averted

The address which Sir Julian now
Lord Pauncefote delivered on behalf
of the diplomats had been written out
and submitted to the State Dep irtment
and President McKlnley had read it
before framing his replj

One of the strangest and most awk¬

ward features about the Diplomatic
Corps in tills city is furnished in tho
relations between the representat ves
of Austria and Mexico The historj of
this feud dates from Napoleon Ills at-
tempt

¬

to create an empire In Mexico
All the world knows the tragic fate of
Maximilian the Austrian archduke
whom the ambitious Bonaparte selected
as the emperor of the Government he
had planned Since that time Austria
has never recognized the existence of
such a country as Mexico and the two
nations have no diplomatic Intercourse
Hence the little contretemps arising
between the two which have to be
straightened out by the Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps Lord Pauncefote or
the Secretarj- - of State

FATHER NEPTUNES TOLL

AnnnRl StutlatleM of Maritime Can
unltlen by IIoyiln HfKlfit r

The statistical summary ot vessels to
tallj lost condemned etc published by

Llojds Register thows that during
1900 the nross reduction In the effective
mercantile marine of the world amount-
ed

¬

to S4S vessels of 67718 tons excluding
all vessels of less than 100 tons Of this
total 296 v esscls of 3si 304 tons w ere steam-
ers

¬

and 552 of 290878 tons were sailing
vessels As regards steamers the pres-

ent
¬

return exceeds tho average of tho
previous nine years by It vessels and 17131
tons as regards sailing vessels It Is be-

low
¬

the average by 274 vescis and 83 903

tons The figures relating to steam and

silling tonnago owned In the United
Kingdom are blow tho average bj 14000
and 20000 tons rcspeetlveij

Apart from vessels broken up con-
demned

¬

etc the United Kingdom steam
tonnage lost during 1900 is below the
average of the preceding nine years by
about 20000 tons while the tonnage own-
ed

¬

Ins increased durlrg that period by
ov er 3j00iO tons The summary exhibits
Interesting data as to the relative fre
quencj of the different kinds of casualtj
etc which conclude the existence of ves ¬

sels Strandngs and kindred casualties
which are comprised upder the term

wrecked arc much of the most pro-
lific

¬

cause of disaster To such casualties
are attributable 47 per cent of the losses
of steamers and 45 per cent of the Ioscs
of sailing vessels The next most com-
mon

¬

termination of a vessels career Is
bj condemnation breaking up etc
about 17 per cent of tho vessels removed
from the merchant fleets of the world
are accountid for In this manner Of
the rem lining causes of loss collision is
the must general for steamers about 12
per cent while for sailing vessels cisc3
of abandonment at sea conic next In or-
der

¬

of frcquencj also about 1J per cent
Cases of nbamloacd foundered and miss ¬

ing vessels maj perhaps be regarded as
frcqucntlj moro or less similar in the cir¬

cumstances of loss If these bo taken col
lectiv ely they comprehend 19 per ccent of
the lossts of steamers and 2S per cent of
the losses of sailing vessels

The return has been complied by
Llojds Register In such a manner as

to enable a comparison to bo made be ¬

tween the percentages of loss suffered by
each of the principal merchant navies In
the world Great as the absolute annual
loss of vessels belonging to tho United
Kingdom appears to be It Is seen to form
a verj moarate percentage of the mer-
cantile

¬

marine of tho countrj and to
compare favorablj with the losses sus-
tained

¬

by other leading maritime coun ¬

tries The merchant navies which exceed
a total of IOOOOO tons are those of the
United Kingdom the British Colonies the
United States of America France Ger
man and Norwaj Of these countries
the United Kingdom and the British Colo-
nics

¬

show the smallest percentage of loss
namely 2 SO and 231 per cent
rcspectlvel of vessels owned Ger-
man

¬

j follows with 319 per cent
and Norwaj- - is tho highest with
6 S9 per cent As regards steamers whle
tho percentage for the United Kingdom
stands at 1 S3 the average of the percent ¬

ages of loss for the other five countries
show- - an average percentage of 5 09 a3
compared with 4 01 per cent for the United
Kingdom The percentages given at the
end of the preceding paragraph suggest
that steamers have a much greater Im-

munity
¬

from disaster than have sailing
vessels This inference is borne out It tho
losses etc sustained bj the chief re-

maining
¬

merchant fleets of Europe be also
taken Into account While the losses of
steamers amount only to I per cent of the
number and 1 S per cent of the tonnage
owned the losses of sailing vessels reach
5 1 per cent cf the number and 4 C per
cent of the tonnage London Mariner

A NEW YORK CROWD

Talr Pluj the AValc lmnril of Gather
lags In Manhattan

Students of anthropologj1 and delvers In
the psj chologlcal field cannot put time to
better advantage than bj-- endeavoring to
ascertain what is tho clement that tends
to make a New York crowd conspicu-
ously

¬

different from a similar aggregation
of people anj where else In the whole
world

Visitors from other lands mark the dis¬

similarity In bearing that is noticeable in
gatherings in this city from the attitude
of those at home and residents of even
nearby cities are habitually remarking
that the New York Crowd is a crowd
by Itself Perhaps it la the elusive X
faculty that we hear about so much now
adajs that Is predominant in the metro-
politan

¬

gatherings or jet it maj be some
mental characteristic created In the so-

cial
¬

unit by tho hurlj -- burly happj-go-lue-

mannerisms of the ev
passengers on our commodious sj stems of
transportation but whatever it Is it
goes a long way toward making life bear ¬

able and even pleasant In the overcrowd ¬

ed conditions that are ever present in the
centre of commerce and finance

Fair play is the watchword of the
New York crowd At the baseball games
at the race course at the theatre everj --

where that great masses of people meet
for a common purpose jou can hear at
every ha iJ if jou mingle with the crowd
expressions that prove conclusively that
the one uppermost wish of the whole mul-
titude

¬

is that every one shall have a fair
ch ince

The other day a great crowd of people
assembled in front of one of the news ¬

paper offices down town to watch the bul-
letin

¬

boards for accounts of the interna
tlonal jacht race then taking place The
vast majority of those assembled were
ardently in favor of Columbia and took
advantage of everj opportunltj that was
presented to give a cheer for the Ameri
eaa boat and jet during every wait be ¬

tween re ports nearly everj one within
earshot would give expression to some
sentiment showing that if Sir Thomas
Llpton did win one or two of the races
the speaker would b gratified bcouse
Llpton Is such a flue fellow and such a
true bport

The unlimited good nature of the crowd
was exemplified by the grace with which
It took the conflicting reports tint were
posted on the bulletins of the two papers
that were occupints of the building In
front of vhieh it had congrtgatcd

One bulletin would mnounce Sham-
rock

¬

still leading and at the same mo-
ment

¬

the artist who was manlpul Ulng the
brush nt the rival board would print

Columlila has now passed Shamrock and
is holding a safe lead At once the
whole crowd would break out In a loud
laugh and some wug would shout

ilej mistir which of youse ftllers is
glttln it wireless

Once when the bulletin announced th it
both boats were about to go on a long
reach a secdj --looking indlviduil who
had been verj voluble In hLs comments
on the reports announced In stentorian
tones

De one dats got Croker on board will
reach It first

This silly was greeted with a round of
laughter bj-- the rest of the onlooki rs and
as tht race woro on and the end ap-
proached

¬

the Jollity of tho crowd grew
more manifest as It was seen that bar-
ring

¬

accidents the Amcrlcin boat would
win When tho news was jlashcd out that
Columbia had won the humorist shouted

Well dc Shamrock comes from tho
mud anyway and ills ere one is no ex-
ception

¬

as dere is whero she is now
Mowlj the constituent elements of the

throng bi parateil and commenced their
dallj battle to cross the bridge or board
an uptown trolley or run the gamut in
getting on an elevated express train but
eaeh said whenever the chance wa3 of-
fered

¬

I hope Llpton gets ono heat any-
how

¬

He has tried hard to win and is
deserving of at least one race

While that vast throng had stood for
hours beforu the bulletins and had been
pulled and pushed and Jqstled about
passing vehicles and nolsj trollejs and
while tl OoO who knew better had been
forced to listen to the most ridiculous
comments made by those who prctendeii
to be jaehtlng evperts yet did not know
a Jib from a rudder never a word of an-
ger

¬

was heard and never a suggestion th it
did not go toward making better feeling
wherever heard

Such are the characteristics of a New
York crowd whenever orwhercver jou may
find one hat accounts for the presence
of this desire for fair play hv Is It
more marked in a New York crowd than
In a Philadelphia or a Boston crowd or
even a London crowd ho can tell the
reason and who can give a clearer or
more pointed opinion than that same
humorist who was entertaining the bul-
letin

¬

renders Then he replied in answer
to a question as to what he thought made
sucli an assemblage so absolutely impar-
tial

¬

and fair minded
Well you see we never gits fair play

ourselves The coppers and the Bridge
guys Is always Jumpln on us and wo
wants to see fair play when we kin If we
didnt se some one else git It wed never
see It cause wed never see ourselven
glttln it New York Times

SHREWD TRICKS OF FAKERS

Ingenious Apparatus So Arranged
Tliat Players Cannot Win

Games Which Are Profitable to the
Opcrntors How the 1 heel of Inr
tune In Controlled The jleclinnlsni
of the Tempting Drop Cnse

The season of country fairs Is wlsclj
chosen for the gathering of the harvest
Is almost If not entirely coripleted and
the farmer has a breathing spell for rec-
reation

¬

But It is the full harvest season for
tho fnker and he gathers in tho crop of
shekels In an caj and bland manner
while his victim supplies the childlike gul-
libility

¬

jet no countrvman would think
he had received his monejs vorth If he
neglected to w eslle with fortune and
even the cltj- - cousin with nil his worldij
vvlsdom snaps at the alluring cheap bait
offercil on the wheel of fortune

Chief among the catch penny attractions
Is the cane rack Success seems almost
sure jet few win the cheaper canes and
fewer still ring the better ones which are
still cheap

The outfit costs but little A net rack
may c bought for from 65 cents to Jl 23

anil a ennvas one for from 30 cents to
1 30 Canes cost from 20 cents per dozen

to Jl CO per dozen Rings cost 65 cents per
hundred With this omtlt and a permit
the faker sets up his rack on four stakes
which are purposelj loose so as to allow
the rack to sway siightlj- - Then ho plants
his canes

The cheaper ones predominate but canes
with swelled heads are occasional- - seen
and here and there are cjooks some re-

producing
¬

In miniature a lower member
missing the torso of Venus The rings
varj- - from l to 1 Inches h side diameter

The heads of somo of the canes are
almost as great In diameter and those
with crooks are turned In such a way
that it is almost Impossible to ring them
unless the ring Is dropped directly upon
them It is difficult even to ring the
smaller canes for thej-- stand loosely In
the rack and a side blow tip3 them so
that the ring slides off

Yet while there arc many tricks In thi3
fair game a cane is a great temptation
especially- - when It seems possible to get
one so easilj and cheaplj A cane is such
a nice thing to poke tho cattle with and
stir up a rumpus that everj one tries for
one jet few succeed

Next in favor Is the knife board A
board costs from f 1 23 to 3 SO and a com-
plete

¬

outfit board 100 rings and U
knives may be had for 14 3 and upward
Knives maj-- be had from 30 cents a dozen
to J3 9S a dozen

One of these which maj be taken as a
fair sample of thf whole Is patterned on
a small scale after theSpanish navara a
curious and uglj Awklng weapon but this
imitation is about as utterly worthless
for practical use as the proverbi-
al

¬

pewter Jackknlfe The little
blade has been bent up at the point
Into a hook and the large blade has been
bent and straightened again until It
makes one dlzzj to look at It

These knives the cheaper predominat-
ing

¬

and costing about 24 cents apiece
are conspicuously dlsplajed wlt all the
blades open and therein lies the secret of
the knife board The wise faker arranges
his knives In such a waj- - hat tho rings
slide over them as water does on a ducks
back

Nothing looks fairer than a striking
machine but these are lngenlouslj arr
ranged and In the words of an advertise-
ment

¬

of a late form can be manlpuated
without a helper One of these may be
had for 30 while prize cigars are offered
to the faker for 10 per thousand

These machines can be so manipulated
that the faker can make the strong man
appear weak and the weak man strong
As for the cigars no comment is neces-
sary

¬

Tho wheel of fortune seems as fair as
any pure game of fortune can be jet the
arrow has a sneak and the faker can
stop the pointer at anj number or arti-
cle

¬

that he may desire One maj-- be
bought as low as 10 including 230 pieces
of jewelrj but this Is of the cheapest
kind rings for example being quoted as
low as 1 cent apiece With this cheap
wheel the first profit at 10 cents a whirl
without any sneaking amounts to 13

and the business requires no previous
experience A full outfit of 230 pieces of
Jewelrj sosts but 3 thus making a gain
of 20 and somo fakers make as much as

30 a daj
The higher the cost of the wheel the

more easilj and quickly the money Is
made as they are fitted with large pins
to separato numbers or colors and the
arrow point has a screw feather making
a certain winner of any desired number
or color and avoiding all possibility of
dispute

If jou come across a table with an In-

nocent
¬

looking cone In the centre and a
wooden ball suspended by a cord from
a crossbar above dont trj to hit the
cone with the ball because jou cant
do it if the faker lnt willing The ap¬

paratus Is completely under his control
and he can make jou miss tho cone by
a hairs breadth no matter how trua
jour aim

Its an easy matter too one of the
standards Is loose and the faker or his
assist int take care to lw near the stand-
ard

¬

The slightest touch upon this stand-
ard

¬

always having the appearance of be-

ing
¬

accidental disturbs the equilibrium of
a ball and swings it clear of the cone

Bed white and blue is a dealing game
There Is a lajout with three shields on
It one red one white and one blue A
box and sltteen balls five of each color
and one dealers percentage goes with
the outfit PUjcrs place their money on
a given shield a slide is opened in the
box and out rops a bail

If It is of the same color the plajer
wins but loses If It is of another color
If this was n fair game the player by
the law of chance would stand some
show of winning but as the box Is fix-

ed
¬

the dealer can produce a ball of anj
color he may desire jet anj one not in
the secret can examine the box at anj
time and find It apparent j square jet
it is a very tricky box

Then there Is a new drop case with a
set of pins which work with balls drop-

ped
¬

In nt the top these balls traveling In
an erratic course and finally drop into
one of a series of numbered pockets at
the Lottom This surely seems fair hut
the faker looking for money knows tint
a good drop case Is worth Its weight in
gold for while the lajout Is arranged In
p peculiar manner that has nothing to
do with the case

In dice games chuck luck over and
under and the mustang game the fake
lies in the dice which are loaded to
throw high or low as desired

If a top Is ufci it Is arranged so that
it can be fixed to turn up anj desired
number The rolling log Is also fixed
to roll high or low so that the plajer Is
sure to lose if the faker does not want
him to win as an Incentive to further or
higher play

Tho race course maj also have sneaks
to make any given horse win hut even
If square the natural percentage as In
all similar so called games of luck will
make the game pay for Itself In a few
hours run

Itoulette wheels may also be faked so
as to come high or low red or black as
desired being a sure thing every time
These and similar arrangements depend
upon mechanical devices easily operated
and beyond detection by the uninitiated
and therefore as the cataloguo sajs

money winners
Card games require more dexterity nnd

there is more risk of detection but woe

to tho man nnd his pocketbook who at
tempts a quiet game The ordinary man
Is no match for the expert at sleight-of-han- d

aided by various devices and proba-
bly

¬

by a confederate or stool pigeon
With any ordinarj pair of cards a
crooked shuffler and dealer can place

his cards where he wll With a stripped
pack he can do still better with less skill

With acid fluid or a color box he can
prepare cards beforehand so that he can
read the faces from the back as plainly
as If they were in sight jet the cards
to a tjro appear to be straight A special
rlag renders It possible to mark cards
while plajing and it Is claimed that this
Is one of tho best vantage tools known
one that Is used by the oldest profession ¬

als It is worn as a rule on the third
finger of the left hand

Tho number and style of reflectors Is
legion There Is the ring reflector which
can be attached to any ring by which
the Indicators can be read while dealing
the spj attached to the knee and the ta- -

be reflector by which the cards may be
read as if they were face up

The holdout is still another simple me-
chanical

¬

device which usually escapes de
tection The vest holdout Is sewn Inside
the v est on the left side The sleeve hold-
out

¬

strapped to the arm above the elbow
can he used by a man with his coat on
or In his shirt sleeves and often beat
skillful and professional plajers a3 well
as suckers but the perfection of hold-
outs

¬

Is that used on a table and any old
table will do as it can be quickly attach ¬

ed
A slight movement of the knee brings

anj desired card to hand as the hand
rests naturally upon the edge of the table
and undesirable cards are quickly dis¬

carded and put out of sfghL Stripped and
marked cards as well as apparatus men-
tioned

¬

are freely advertised and sold but
if one wants to cut his own strippers
briefs wedgers rounds or straights there
are trimming shears fjr that purpose

Dice as usuallj seen are of a simple
dotted form but craps are furnished with
ejes scratch crescents scratch Vs Zs
Ws or Its stars arrow heads and a
variety of marks suggesting Egjptian
hieroglyphics

These are advertised as fair dice as
well as loaded and even the dice box Is
not without its fake accessories To ma-
nipulate

¬

dice requires a certain amount
of dext rltj-- to substitute one for the oth-
er

¬

and experts provide themselves with
expensive smoked wavj or transparent
dice to insure their own protection

These and many other aids for crooks
are not lmaginarj Inventions but are
onlj- - too real If jou are not a crook jou
can get quite an Insight Into the business
conducted bj fakers bj getting a cata-
logue

¬

in which these goods are advertised
freelj- - and openlj- - In terms which need
no explanation

Yet the temptation to get much for lit-
tle

¬

something for nothing to flirt with
coquettish fortune Is often Irresistible
and although a man may know he will
be cheated is being cheated and ha3 been
cheated he will take one chance In a
million of beating the game For a mor-
al

¬

when jou feel disposed to tempt for-
tune

¬

take Punchs adv ice to those
about to marry Boston Globe

SOME UNCOMMON MINERALS

Crjollto Uennxlte Monazite and
Selenium and Their Uses

The announcement made a few dajsago
by the prcs of the loss of a shlo which
had gone to Greenland for a cargo of
crjollte brought Into fresh notice a min-
eral

¬

with a rather unfamiliar name and
one which is now rather less in demand
than It was a few jears ago Cryolite or
krjollte as it Is some times spelled Is
a salt containing both sodium and alumi-
num

¬

Colorado and the Ural mountains
produce It In limited quantities but the
largest and most available deposits yet
found are in Greenland

Aluminum is made from alumina which
formerly was manufactured from crjollte
At present however practical j 11 of the
alumina made In this countrj at least
that which Is converted into aluminum
is derived from an entirclj different ore
beauxite

Caustic soda much used In the Indus-

tries
¬

and especiallj in the production of
Ije for soap was formerlj made by boil-
ing

¬

slaked lime with crjoite But mod-
ern

¬

processes ot manufacturing roda from
common salt chloride of sodium are
now rapidly displacing that method
--igatn the pure metal sodium is obtained
more cheaply from crjollte than from
other sources

Crjollte is a lustrous material often ot
a pure or greyish white but sometimes
possessing a jellow tint Comblnd with
silica bv melitng it is wrought Into a glass
resembing porcelain and variously known
as hot cast porcelain and crjollte
glass

Beauxite sometimes spelled bauxite
takes Its name from the place where it
was first discovered in considerable quan
titles Beaux France A few years ago
Alabama and Georgia were the chief pro-
ducers

¬

but tho supply In that quarter Is
falling off while Arkansas is jlelding
bountifully and seems to have almost un
limited deposits

Another mineral which has come Into
notice within the last few jears in con
sequence of its Industrial application Is
monazite from which the obtained the
rare metals thorium lanthanum and did- -
jmium used In the manufacture of Wels- -
bach mantels for gas lighting Monazite
Is found in the form of small crjstals
mlied with sand In the beds of streams
where a certain class of granite rocks
have disintegrated The workable elepos
its in the United States are limited to
four or five counties In North Carolina
and three in South Carolina The precious
grains are dlscovercel bj- - washing the riv-

er
¬

beds as In gold placer mining
Selenium is not onlj very rare but thus

far has found little usejn the arts One
of its most unique qualities the variabil-
ity

¬

of its electric conductvltj under the
influence of light has been turned to ac-
count

¬

by manj-- inventors who were trj
ing to transmit pictures by telegraph Se-

lenium
¬

costs about 13 a pound Just now
and is therefore more valuable than sli-

ver
¬

In the whole catalogue of chemicals
minerals and rare elements the price of
which are eiuoted every week bj- - trade
Journals perhaps no name is more puz
zlng to the unlntlated than Infusorial
earth Still If he knows much about dj
namitc he Is aware that this is the stuff
cmplojed as an absorbent to hold the
nltrogljcerine of that famous explosive
It was Nobel the great Swedish engineer
who founded a number of attractive
prizes to encourage scientific progress
who first discovered the trick by which
nitroglycerine could be safelj handleel
Infusorial earth is composed of tho sili-

ceous
¬

shells of minute vegetable organ
Isms diatoms which reveal wonderfun
complicated aid beautiful structures un
dr the mlscroscope It is found in mod ¬

erate quc itles in Marjand Virginia
North Carolina and New Hampshire An-

other
¬

use to which this material is put la
the manufacture of polishing powders
Kansas City Star

Just Once
From the Chica o Tribune

It was Clnrlej s first game of golf Ills
patient friend had taken him sadly around
the eighteen holes and watched him hack
the ball Into small bits and cut up the
green as thougli it had been plowed by
shrapnel After the game Charlej and
his patient friend were talking to a few I

of the golfers on the clubhouse veranda
Tint was a beautiful shot jou made

this afternoon Charley said tho patient
friend

Charlej brightened up and flushed hap
pllj while the joung women looked at
him ndmirlnglj W hich one ho asked
eagerlj

Uhj said the patient friend the
time jou hit the bait

AN OLD THIEF CATCHER

Strange Kpericncerf IJelated by a
Iletiring London Detective

TvTenfj--fl- e lrnn Spent In llnntluir
Iair llrrakern V Case of Vllntnken
Identity Honor mnnir Hosrnt
The 3nttcr of VnrtouK DlflRulsr

Pickpockets shoplifters confidence
tricksters long firm men hotel and rail ¬

way thieves and swindlers of every de ¬

gree will rejolco to learn that
Inspector Charles Brjnn after a

qucrter of a centurys service under the
vigilant Superintendent McWilllam of Old
Jewry Is no longer kceJng them under
observation

T am firmly of opinion said the de¬

tective reviewing hla career that a
pickpocket Is rarelj curable I can recol
lect onlj one man who abandoned hla old
associates to take up honest employment
nnd he was alwajs In fear that he would
be found by his friends Once a pick ¬

pocket alwijs a pickpocket So It Is
with long firm swindling once the taste
for It Is acquired It must be continually
gratified And one might say tho same
or the evergreen but never stale confi-
dence

¬

trick usuallj worked by Amerl
cars but not always I have had any
number of such men through my hands
nnd have watched somo of them from
their jouth upward

In dlsgulso ever was a leading ques-
tion

¬

Not as an Inspector one gets too well
known but as a plain clothes man and
detective sergeant In my early career
frequently I was at Snow Hill from 1S7S

until 1S79 then transferred to the Old
Jawrj remaining until 1SS9 when I was
made detective sergeant and stationed at
Bridewell I recollect once at a funeral
in St Pauls we were watching a woman
and presentlj I saw her edge up to a
lady In the crowd and take her purse
She made off and we followed and pres-
ently

¬

asked her what she bad been do-

ing
¬

telling Lei who we were
I dont believe you are police offi ¬

cers at all she cried
I forgot I was posing as a bricklayer

However he dropped the purse and
when we returned to St Paul 3 church
jard I found the rightful owner In the
same place still unconscious of her loss

Several Involuntary compliments have
been paid to the effectiveness of my dis¬

guise Once observation was being kept
upon a public house and a trap drove up

Here my man cried the driver to
ne just look after m horse and ha
went Into the bar

I v e got a Job I said to a fellow fficer

Fortunately our man did not leave tho
house or 1 should have left the horse

hen the owner came out he said Funds
rather low and dropped three halfpence
into my hand That was not the only
time I earned monej in that waj It was
early morning outside a railwaj station
anu the keeper of a coffee stall noticing
I was loitering about said

Ere mate got anyflnk to do I told
hlra no Then Just look arter this httle
lot So I was Installed pro tern and
when my eraplojer came back he gave
me threepence for the Job

We were speaking about pickpockets
I suppose thej often give one another
awaj

No There is honor among thieves to
this extent-- If one ot them turns police ¬

man there Is never anj chance for him
again But thej will often whip each
other For example it frequently takes
two men to get a purse One fellow will
watch the victim and seize a favorable
moment to snick open the ladys bag His
companion will come along and dip hU
hand into the opened bag and take the
purse Then ISO 1 will reappear and ask
how much thej have got to share and
No 2 will produce three sovereigns per-
haps

¬
retaining a 3 note which was also

In the purse but which his confederate
did not have the chance of seeing in it

Sometimes extraordinary coincidences
lead to captures Thus on the Under-
ground

¬

Railway Bryan once saw a pick-
pocket

¬

take a gentlemans watch he at
once Informed the loser whereupon the
victim turned round crying iou scoun-
drel

¬

You know something about it
seizing him fast Be quiet whispered
the police officer I am a detective
Come with me and we will get jour
watch But the gentleman held him
tight and he had to be more or less drag¬

ged along to tho stairs up w hich the thief
was making off and he was only con-
vinced

¬

of his error dj the proof that the
real culprit was not the detective It so
happened that the verj-- same hook was
caught by Brj ana second time red hand-
ed

¬

at another station on the Metropoli-
tan

¬

Railway which is perhaps the only
instance of two arrests of the same man
for similar offences bj-- the same officer

Famhiarlty with the appearane and an ¬

tecedents of rogues was invaluable to the
detective as for Instance when he saw
two pickpockets running off and seized
both bj the collarone with ea h hand Ono
however was enough and as the other
broke awaj and made off he lay kicking
on the ground He kicked with a purpose
beausa under him were two stolen purses
On the waj to the station the owner was
met bewailing her loss She was3peedily
comforted Next daj acting on the Knowl¬

edge that the missing thief was once
traced to a certain common lodging house
a visit was paid to this haunt and the
runaway was recaptured At one time it
was far more common than it la now for
thieves to use such elodges as this one A
piece cf some adhesive substance 3 slip ¬

ped under the edge of the counter a num-
ber

¬

of trinitets are shown to the custo¬

mer who sticks a ring it maj- - be under
the counter and leaves his confederate
who qulclj follows him Into the shop to
abstract It unperceived Th method
adopted by one rosue was moro Ingenious
He was awajs prepared with tno monej
sufficient to p j for the ring he stole In
case of discoverj He went upon the well
known reluctance of shopkeepers to In ¬

stitute prosecutions when the property
was recovered and there was risk of an
action for false imprisonment

Did jou ever make a mistake In Iden-
tification

¬

was the question now put to
the officer and he candidlj- - replied

Well I did on one occasion in I think
Maj 17 I had been sent for to Marlbor-
ough

¬

Street Police Court to recognize an
od Jail bird After mj evidence thi man
was committed for trial wjth two others
for picking pockets The case came on
for trial at the Middlesex Sessions before
Sir Peter Edlin all three prisoners being
found guilty I was called upon to testify
previous convictions of John Jones who
Ilatlv deuleel having been convicted as
altered and to the general surprise and
to my astonishment the real Simon Pure
passing as Iteave was called Into court
Immediately I saw him I realized I was
mistaken In the prisortr The Judge did
not blame me Another officer proved
convictions against the accused Jones
who was sente nced to penal servitude

An amusing experience is related by
Brjan While ngaged he sajs in
connection with an Important hotel rob
bcrj I was making enquiries ot a West
Lnd rnllwaj station and for a few min ¬

utes sat on a berch An old fellow ap
parentlj n retired farmer walked toward
me put on his spectaees and sat beside
me but I reeognizeil him as a confidence
trick man known as Johnnj while a
few jnrds away was his companion
whose nickname was The Nut Johnny
opened his mouth but before he had got
very far with his fairy story I exclaim-
ed

¬

Well Johnnj Did jou take me for
tho mug VV ho Is going to tell tho tale
You or Tho Nut

On another occasion a singular adven
ture befell Brjan

A few jears ago he sajs I traced
n man wanted for embezzlement to a
small town In Yorkshire and bavlng ef¬

fected the arrest and got the warrant
certified bj- - a magistrate we booked to
Leeds ana I secureil a compartment in
which our luciraire tho nrisoners and
mine was locked while we adjourned to
a hotel to dine We sat down to the
tabic and then to mj dlsguest I found
that I was hopelesslj hanucuffed to mj
prisoners right wrist and the key of the
bracelets had been locked away in my

bag which was in the railwaj carriage
There was nothing for It as there was
little time to spa c but to make tho best
of a had Job and we succeeded In eating
our dinner without revealing our Identity
and peculiar rel itionshlp or that I was
compelled to use he right hand only
and mj e ompanlon w 3 limited to the us
of his left except what play with our re¬
spective forks we could make with thi
handcufud members London Tele
graph


